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The dissertation statement helps us see how your dissertation reflects the priorities of our 
graduate certificate.  Depending on whether you have faculty affiliated with CSWGS on your 
committee, it may be the only way for CSWGS faculty to see your project.  The statement also 
serves as the application for our certificate fellowship (currently $5,000).  Only graduate 
certificate students who enrolled in the certificate before March 2025 are eligible to apply for 
that fellowship. 
 
CSWGS’s priorities are obviously gender and sexuality, but they go well beyond that.  
Intersectionality, debates about sexual identifications and categories, critical approaches to 
race, analysis sensitive to global South/ postcolonial perspectives, and much more may be 
pertinent.  CSWGS values a wide range of research areas and approaches and we have no wish 
to narrow that. 
 
However, we ask that you practice the task of translation to broader audiences, as you should 
in much of your work. 
 
If your existing description of your dissertation would leave someone scratching their head 
about the salience of gender and sexuality to your training or to your specific dissertation 
research, how might you speak to that?  Probably this will involve making connections among 
concepts explicit that you, with insider shorthand, may usually leave implicit. 
 
Will your abstract serve this purpose?  If not, should you revisit your abstract?  Perhaps not—
perhaps you will want to retain your abstract as is and create an alternative version for CSWGS. 
 
Some dissertations are a collection of varied essays rather than one continuous project.  
Perhaps overall descriptions encompassing all of the dissertation will not do justice to the issue 
of pertinence to CSWGS.  Do you need to clarify where CSWGS themes are more prominent and 
less so? 
 
As ever with text describing your accomplishments, we hope that each iteration serves multiple 
purposes for you and continues to clarify your thinking. 


